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given sufficient time and labour to have exhausted it
to the utmost limit of his own thinking powers. And,
in the same way, even after he had arrived at definite
conclusions, he refused to allow the curiosity of others
to force him to the expression of them before he had*
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bestowed all the elaboration in his power upon their
adequate expression, and before, therefore, he had
subjected to the test of time, not only the conclusions
themselves, but also the form into which he had
thrown them. The same reasons, therefore, that
made him cautious in the spoken utterance of his
opinion in proportion as It was necessary to be at once
precise and comprehensive in order to be properly un-
derstood, which in his judgment was pre-eminently
the case in religious speculation, were the reasons
that made* him abstain from publishing his Essay
on Nature for upwards of fifteen years, and might
have led him still to withhold the others which now
appear in the same volume.

From this point of view it will be seen that the
Essay on Theism has both greater value and less than
any other of the Author's works. The last consider-
able work which he completed, it shows the latest
state of the Author's mind, the carefully balanced
result of the deliberations of a lifetime. On the other
hand, there had not been time for it to undergo the
revision to which from time to time he subjected most
of his writings before making them public. Not only